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Pat Quinn's Story
A letter to Sheila, Carlingford Heritage Centre

Hi Sheila,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your help with my genealogy research of

our Quinn family heritage.

We first met in the fall of 2018 at the Carlingford Heritage Centre, situated in a Medieval

Norman church in the romantic town of Carlingford, Co. Louth. For a genealogist this is in the

Parish of Carlingford.

I had come to Ireland to meet Carmel Quinn, to see the area where the Quinns had emigrated

from, and to hope to find more information which would take me further back than 1834 in my

family tree research. Did William.133333Wfan 9110 )hadve oher bamily tmemberswhio imigrated
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Exile" in 1990. This book has become a corner stone for genealogists who are researching

families from Saint John who originated from the Cooley Peninsula. It was the effects of chain

migration which Peter uncovered in his research between these two areas, the Cooley Peninsula

and Saint John NB.

During this period Dad and Peter would exchange research information. And yes, a Murphy

did marry a Quinn here in Saint John.

As a point of interest which will be more relevant later, Dad's profession was as a Marine Pilot

here in the Port of Saint John. He was a sailor/mariner like many of his family who had gone

before him and some who would follow after him.

Another Lower Cove person who helped me in my research was Sally McNulty. When I met
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the Omeath area. I asked if they had any information around the 1834 period and in particular for

the Townland of Cornamucklagh.

The look on the attendant's face changed, more alert. She asked me what my family's name

was and where I was from. "Quinn, from Saint John New Brunswick Canada", and in the same

breath, "I have made a connection with Carmel Quinn from the Omeath area." That's when the

excitement started! The noise level increased a slight bit and the talk started. It turned out I was

talking to Sheila Boyle, wife of David Boyle who was first cousin to Carmel Quinn! An ocean

apart and centuries passed but the small community was the same as home — Ghee's, you have

to love it! Sheila offered research information and where to go look in Dundalk library/museum

for other information. Then she was on the phone arranging a meeting with her sister-in-law

Bernie Boyle White. Before we knew it, we were on the road following Sheila's directions to visit

a distant cousin and her family. We had wonderful visits with Bernie and her family but that's a

chat for another day.

Needless to say, our visit to the Carlingford Heritage Centre was a very informative and

memorable occasion. I have returned since then.

Our visit also included St Laurence church and cemetery in Omeath with a visit to the

parochial house and Father Bryan McAleese in Carlingford.

Of course, the highlight of our Ireland visit was spending two days touring around the

Omeath–Carlingford area with Carmel. This is her backyard so the experience for us was tops.

Additional to where the Quinns had lived we saw where William, Sarah and James would have

crossed at Ferrylanding, Cornamucklagh over to Narrow Water, then continued to Warrenpoint.

Carmel and I still collaborate on our family tree and its brick walls.

I have been back twice to carry out further research since our first visit in 2018. It will soon be

time to return again to look for answers to a list of new questions that have accumulated since my

last visit. There is also this unexpected weight/pull on me that doesn't go away until I'm back in

Cooley and Ulster. Maybe it's just the challenge of trying to add another piece to the family tree

puzzle… or maybe it's something else?

I would still like to know, where did the Quinns of Cornamucklagh originate from before the

Williamite battle of 1690.

Sheila, I look forward to seeing you again someday. Hopefully it will be a surprise like last

time, an unannounced meeting looking at each other saying "do you remember me?" —

haaaaaaaa!

Take Care,

Pat Quinn


