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Reconnecting
Chain Migration from Carlingford Parish to Saint John, NB

Chain migration is defined as the pattern of immigration which has an initial individual or

group immigrating to a specific locality, whether it is in another area in their country or to

another country, followed closely by other members of their original community to the same

location. In this situation, it was the residents of the Carlingford area that left Ireland and settled

in Saint John, NB, Canada and the surrounding area. The chain migration carried through several

decades in waves and involved several generations of the extended families who had preceded

them. The chain eventually came to an end for a number of contributing situations — a reduction

in trade to Saint John out of Newry/Warrenpoint; a lowering of the cost to sail to the US; and

possibly a sense of improved conditions after The Great Hunger, making remaining in Ireland a

more viable option.

There were three distinct family groups of immigrants from Cooley, the largest being from the

Whitestown to Templetown area, the Omeath area and the third being Carlingford town. The

possibilities for acquiring land, work and improved living conditions, more freedom or maybe

even the adventure must have been compelling motivators to make such a life-changing and

difficult decision to leave their home. One young man, Terence Magee, made the choice to sail

across the ocean in 1820 which changed the lives of over two hundred Carlingford area residents

and their descendants forever. With a port being located in Carlingford in the 1820s it is possible

news of life and opportunities in New Brunswick came Magee's way from the seamen who sailed

on the lumbership crews. Magee, followed by Flanagan in the next year, must have felt positively

enough about their new homes to encourage other family members and neighbours to join them.

In most cases immigration was a planned family event with time, even years, spent in planning

and saving.

Larger and better equipped ports at Newry and Dundalk replaced the port at Carlingford as the

harbour was too shallow for the larger vessels and Newry became one of the top four

Immigration ports in the country. According to shipping records there were twenty five (25)

voyages between Newry (Warrenpoint) and Saint John between 1819 and 1847 with most

departing in May and June, for calmer seas, although there were a few sailings during July,

August, September and October. Even the journey to Newry would have been an ordeal for those

coming from Whitestown/Templetown areas, taking with them only the essential items from

home. Possibly the previous night included an "American wake" with an emotional goodbye to

family and friends knowing that many would not meet again. Fares were paid to a shipping agent

at the dock and were approximately five shillings per person in the early 1800s, including basic

and meager provisions. Passenger lists, if taken, have not been saved with the exception of the

list for the "Cupid" in 1834. With the frequent arrival of ships from Saint John and other New

Brunswick ports into Newry, there would be at least some basic information available about what
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was ahead for immigrants — the good and the bad.

The immigration patterns changed over the decades with the 1820s seeing only a few

choosing to venture across the ocean. The numbers in later decades clearly show the need or

desire to emigrate and the community's confidence in chain migration. The immigration of

parents with their children in the 1830s, 40s and 50s followed by extended family members or

even grandparents was a common occurrence. Approximately one hundred children accompanied

their parents on their journey to Saint John and the average number of days at sea was 42, which

varied depending on the sea conditions and the ship. The year with the highest percentage of

parents and children immigrating together was 1847 and the later decades saw more single men

arriving in Saint John until the end of the chain migration in the late 1860s. A port was being

built in Greenore port and a railway line between Dundalk, Greenore and Newry was under

construction, offering opportunities for employment.

On the other side of the ocean, the situations within the city of Saint John in terms of being

able to accommodate the growing number of immigrants from all over Ireland, became more

difficult each year and the situation of the immigrants reflected those challenges. Every decade

saw the needs and abilities of both the city and the immigrants grow into a more demanding crisis

in housing, epidemics, poverty and social unrest. The immigrants who arrived in the 1830s

arrived in a different and slightly more accommodating version of the city than those arriving in

the 1850s.

The vast majority of the Carlingford area immigrants settled in Saint John's Lower Cove

neighbourhood near the harbour where most made their living in the fishing industry or at the

port, others ran boarding houses or opened grocer shops. Many of the families remained in that

area for generations where they formed a community, carried their culture and traditions with

them and found ways to manage life.

Saint John is still the most Irish city in Canada.


