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Reconnecting
Introduction — The Unbroken Link Between the Cooley Peninsula and Saint John,

NB

The desire to know one's identity is universal — what makes us who we are — and finding

that information is a special accomplishment. The number of television shows, websites, books

and researchers can attest to the increasing interest people have in investing in this search. This is

particularly true for those who know their families immigrated from their homeland to another

country. As recently as Feb 2026, RTE's Nationwide covered the 200 year anniversary

commemorations of the Peter Robinson Evacuation from Cork to Peterborough, Ontario, Canada.

The current access to genealogy records on the internet from around the world makes this a

journey that many can now undertake. Finding one's Irish roots has its own challenges but

perseverance brings rewards.

Between 1815 and 1845 alone, over a million people would leave Ireland and that more

doubled before the end of the century. Destinations for emigration varied throughout this time

period but over 600,000 went to Canada. For those on the Cooley peninsula there was an

available point of sail within reach in Warrenpoint/ Newry with voyages frequent during the

better weather and a definite destination of Saint John, NB, Canada. Ships brought lumber from

the forests of New Brunswick out of the port city of Saint John and on their return journey

immigrants filled their decks. The destination was maybe not one of choice but it was a viable

opportunity. After the passengers disembarked in Saint John, they were free to decide their next

steps.

Many of the descendants of the immigrants from the Carlingford area living in Saint John

were aware of their Irish origins to some degree, as basic information had been passed down

through the generations. However, it was not common amongst the emigrant families to tell

stories about their past or about Ireland. It was necessary for family history researchers in Saint

John to comb the church and government records, newspapers, cemeteries and census records to

discover a fuller awareness of their history. Supported by a few reliable facts, the desire to visit

Ireland was inevitable. In Ireland however, for most of the families remaining in the Carlingford

area, the lives of the immigrant families and their descendants became lost to them, mostly likely

due to the difficulties of sending mail across the ocean.

For those of us who have had the great fortune of reconnecting with our ancestor's families

from the Carlingford area, we hope that this website might inspire people on both sides of the

Atlantic to reach out and find their own family connections. It was with our research, as

individuals, that ultimately brought us together to find a more complete and richer knowledge of

our ancestors. Peter Murphy, who wrote "Together in Exile", the story of the Carlingford parish

immigrants in Saint John, and I share one family line and we were able to benefit from each
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other's experiences. Both of us have made multiple trips to Ireland, alone and with family and

friends. To anyone in Canada who is planning a trip to Ireland, whether to find ancestors or just

to enjoy the country, I always recommend a stay in the Carlingford area. My visits here started

with golf vacations, and after visiting Carlingford on the first tour, I was struck by my emotional

connection. Fifteen years ago I began coming for the winter months and not for the weather, but

because it was the place I wanted to be. It was not the fact that I had family from Templetown

and Ballymoney Bradshaw, as I have family that immigrated from communities all across the

northern half of the country. In fact, over half of my DNA belongs to Donegal the other half is

spread across a few other counties. I can only say that I find a sense of belonging here, with the

added benefit of having developed wonderful friendships.

These website pages present an account of the people who left the Carlingford area, and

settled in Saint John, NB starting in 1820. They didn't stop being Irish or stop being family —

they just relocated. In the Carlingford area and in Saint John today there are descendants and

family members of those immigrants — I am one, as are the others who submitted their personal

stories — maybe this site will help facilitate a reconnection for others.

"Together in Exile" by Peter Murphy is available in the reference department of the Saint John

Main Public Library. In Carlingford, there is a copy for reference only, at the Heritage Centre.


