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During the early and mid 1800s, two thirds of the population depended on crops, planted in a

rotation schedule for potatoes, oats, barley, using basic farming tools until the 20th c and using

seaweed taken from allocated spots along the shore and lime as fertilizers. Over a thousand

part-time fishermen coming from the labourer and small farm families, fished for herring,

oysters, lobsters and crabs for the Dublin and Liverpool markets. Others were sea-faring men

sailing to far away ports. Carlingford was said to be a town of women and children with so many

of the men at sea.

With such poverty and hardships for families, it was not surprising that undercover dealings,

smuggling, especially along the coast, bootlegging and stealing were a part of surviving. The

frustrations of the conditions also led to uprisings by rebel groups against the ruling class and

attacks to oust cruel and unjust land agents, who could terminate a lease or physically abuse a

tenant if they caused trouble, seemed the only solution. If given the opportunity landowners

would evict an Irish Catholic tenant in favour of a Scottish or English Protestant family, which

made life unpredictable from one year to the next.

Although the Great Hunger (1845 to 1852) was not as devastating on the Cooley peninsula as

it was in other areas of the country, it was responsible for the highest levels of immigration,

especially in the year of 1847.


